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Of Chikamatsu’s merits as a dramatist and

poet it behoves a European writer to speak

with some degree of reserve, more especially as

it is impossible to read more than a tithe of his
works. The admiration of his own countrymen
for him is unbounded, some of them going so far
as to compare him with Shakespeare. It is
certainly possible to trace resemblances.

Both in Shakespeare and Chikamatsu, comedy
frequently treads on the heels of tragedy ; in
both, prose is intermixed with poetry, and an
exalted style of diction suited to monarchs and
nobles alternates with the speech of the
common people; both divided their attention
between historical and other dramas ; both



possessed the fullest command of the resources
of their respective languages, and both are
tainted with a grosser element which is rejected
by the more refined taste of later times. It
may be added that neither Shakespeare nor
Chikamatsu is classical in the sense in which
we apply that term to Sophocles and Racine,
Chikamatsu in particular is very far removed
indeed from the classical type. "

William George Aston. A History of Japanese
Literature (1899)WEER O L O ANE K RKE Mu
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(1) William George Aston. A History of
Japanese Literature (Tokyo: Charles E.Tuttle
Company, Inc.), p.278.
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