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Most of Europe north of the Alps was covered with forest,
although the land was cultivated by Romans and vinyards were
planted to the north. The Celts had settled there since the 6th
century BC, and they had high level techniques for manufacturing
iron weapons and ornaments. Celtic mythology, where gods,
humans and fairies mingled, left deep traces to the minds of later
European people. The people who lived north of the Celtic area
were the Germanic.

Celtic and Germanic pebples created small villages, where they
farmed and bred cattle. The forest supplied them with natural
resources such as firewood, coal and lumber and also provided
medicines of roots, leaves and barks. The decaying leaves became
fertilizer to revitalize the weakened farmland. In the forests there
were plenty of nuts, which could be used as feed for cattle such as
wild pigs, boars, foxes and bears were hunted. The gifts of forest
and the grain production in the farmland were both indispensable
elements for them. (%
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