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Shibuya calls for ‘Stop Troublesome Halloweens,” bans electric scooters

Oct. 3, 2025

TOKYO

Tokyo's Shibuya Ward has announced a "Stop Troublesome Halloweens" campaign as
part of its Halloween measures for the end of this month, with increased vigilant
measures by ward officials and a ban on the use of electric scooters.

Shibuya Ward Mayor Ken Hasebe said at a press conference Thursday, "The key
phrase for Shibuya Ward's Halloween measures this year is 'Stop Troublesome
Halloweens."

Ward officials said that in addition to sealing off the area around the statue of Hachiko
as usual, police will also issue warnings to anyone engaging in nuisance behavior, such
as drinking alcohol on the street at night, smoking on the street and littering, which
are prohibited by ordinances.

In addition, as many foreigners gather in Shibuya at Halloween, the ward will create
posters in Korean and Chinese in addition to English.

This year's Halloween falls on a Friday, and large crowds are expected (JapanToday
2025) .
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‘Stop troublesome Halloweens Tokyo ward ramps up security, discourages crowds
By HANA KUSUMOTO STARS AND STRIPES * October 29, 2025

TOKYO — The mayor of Shibuya ward is urging people to not cause trouble in his
district’s popular nightlife area on Halloween night. Shibuya — known for its iconic
scramble crosswalk and a statue of Hachiko the faithful dog near the train station —
is a major shopping and entertainment hub for locals and tourists. Its narrow side

streets, lined with retailers, bars and restaurants, have in recent years drawn large



crowds of costumed revelers celebrating Halloween. After a crowd crush killed 159
people in South Korea’s capital in late October 2022, Shibuya Mayor Ken Hasebe
strongly discouraged gatherings in his ward, citing safety concerns. Public drinking
and littering have become major problems as thousands of people gathered near the
station on Halloween night. Fights broke out and property damage was reported. In
2018, four people were arrested on suspicion of overturning a truck on a narrow street
near the scramble crossing, according to a report that December by the Mainichi

newspaper (Stars and Stripes 2025).
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