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Authenticity in tourism can be defined as the value that tourists and hosts place on
the development and consumpting of what are perceived to be genuine cultural events,
products and experiences. (Smith, Macleod and Robertson 13)
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The principal differences between the two processes of authentication can be
summed up as follows: “Cool” authentication is declarative, often based on “proof”;
“hot” authentication is implicit, based on belief.

“Cool” authentication is enacted without the participation of the public —its
effectiveness depends on the credibility of the authenticating authority;  “hot”
authentication is not explicitly enacted, but socially produced in a participatory
process.  “Cool” authentication tends to static, independent of the visiting public;

“hot” authentication is dynamic, maintained and augmented by the visitors’



performative practices. “Cool” authentication is typically constituted by a single act;
“hot” authentication is built up gradually, in an ongoing process. “Hot”
authenticationis thus an affective self-reinforced processin which the sacredness,
sublimity, or genuineness of sites, objects or events is constantly perpetuated,
confirmed (and augumented) by public practice, rather than by some declaration.
This perpetuation is often externally expressed by material symbols of veneration, left
behind by visitors (Cohen 1300-1301) .
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Takeshi Okamoto “Otaku tourism and the anime pilgrimage phenomenon in Japan”

2017 THLHRDO X HIZEY EIF T3,

The beginnings of anime pilgrimage

Anime pilgrimage is defined as visiting sites depicted in anime, games, manga and
other forms of otaku culture. Even though the term ‘pilgrimage’ has religious
connotations, there is no particular link with religion. The term is used here primarily
because it is the term that otaku use themselves to describe their own behaviour.
Places of particular significance to anime fans have become known as ‘sacred sites’
(seich) and the act of visiting sacred sites is called ‘pilgrimage’ (seichi junren. A
detailed comparison with other forms of pilgrimage is beyond the scope of this article
and some commentators have discussed the inherent religiosity of anime or pop-
culture pilgrimage. But in this article the term ‘anime pilgrimage’ is used simply to
refer to visitations to sites of importance for anime fans.

Determining when anime pilgrimage began means answering two separate
questions: when the term ‘anime pilgrimage’ began to be used, and when the practices
now referred to as anime pilgrimage began. Judging by the results of a survey of
mainstream media sources, ‘anime pilgrimage’ began gaining attention in 2008. On
2 March 2009, I searched for articles over the entire period of the So-net online news
databaseb (which carries the major daily newspapers in digital format from the mid-
1980s) using the keywords ‘anime’ and ‘seichi junrei’. After removing all articles not
related to anime pilgrimage as defined in this article, a total of eighteen articles
remained. There was one in 1995, one in 2003, one in 2007, eleven in 2008 and four
in 2009. The year 2008 seems to be when the term attracted widest media attention
and thus broadly entered popular consciousness.

Yet the practice clearly predates 2008, and use of the term ‘seichi junrei’in
mainstream media has also lagged behind its use within the otaku community. In the
introduction to his 2005 book Seichi junrei: anime, manga, 12-kasho meguri (“Twelve
sites of anime and manga pilgrimage”), Kakizaki (2005, pp. 4-5) describes visiting sites
in 1995 on the Japan Railways lida Line that featured in the anime Kyukyoku Chojin
R (an ‘original video animation’, OVA, sold by Bandai Visual in 1991). Kakizaki also
mentions visiting Taro Shrine in Okayama pre—fecture, which appeared in the 1992
OVA Tenchi Muyé!(Okamoto 21).

FEEBEBAD~5] 1 TEFIVES L T—] (UNFEEE) 12T, 1985 Fh b 1987 FIZMiT T
HSh, 7=ALEN OVA & LTERINFON 1991 ETH D,
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¥ 7-. Patrick W. Galbraith. The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009)Ci% “Anime tourism” %
VI “Anime pilgrimage” DEB X2 o735, “Seichi junrei” DHEDRH D,

Pilgramage. For OTAKU, sojourns to locations seen in ANIME and MANGA. As
settings and backgrounds became realistic enough for fans to identify the actual places
used as inspiration, otaku started making pilgrimages to these “holy” sites. The most
well-known examples are the walk through Nishinomiya in Hyogo Prefecture from
The Melancoly of Suzumiya Haruhi, and the journey to Saitama Prefcture, from Lucky
Star—which culminated in otaku MATSURI as fans converged on Washinomiya
Shrine in 2007 nad 2008 to pray to the anime gods. Other popular seichi junrei
destinations include Tokyo’s Azabu are (Salior Moon); Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture
(Jojo’s Bizarre Adventure); Tokyo’s Kokubunji and Fuchu area (School Days); and
various other settings from Full Metal Panic, Neon Genesis Evangelion, R.0.D,
Kodomo no Jikan, and Mimi wo Sumaseba. Seichi Jurei can also mean visiting the
major otaku areas of AKIHABARA, Nagoya, and Osaka’s NIPPONBASHI (Galbraith
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SIT D #HFFEiL Norman Douglas, Ngaire Douglas and Ros Derrett, editors. Special
Interest Tourism (2001)iZ L hiE, LATO@EY TH B,

Hall and Weiler's 1992 Special Interest Tourism, now out of print, should be
acknowledged as a pioneer study in the field (Douglas and Derrett xviii).

Hall and Weiler @ Special Interest Tourism iZ W TN DPRICR D REKEHL T
FE7-\, Betty Weiler and Coin Michael Hall, editors. Special Interest Tourism (1992)
it “The Scope and Definition of Special Interest Tourism’ & LT ‘special interest
travel’ IZERLTWD,

In 1980, Read argued that specia; interest travel would be ‘prime force in the
expansion of tourism’ dominate the industry in the next decade and be responsible for
an unprecedented rise in visitor satisfaction’ (1980, p.125). According to Read (1980,
p.195): ‘special interest travel is travel for people who are going somewhere because
have a particular interest that can be pursued in a particular region or at a particular
destination. It is the hub around which the total travel experience is planned and
developed’. Special interest travel is sometimes equated with the term ‘active’
tourism (Weiler and Hall 5).

(Read 1980) & iX S.E.Read “A prime force in the expansion of tourism in the next
decade: special interest travel” (D.E.Hawkins, E.L. Shafer, J.M. Rovelstad, editors,
Tourism Marketing and Management Issues (George Washington University , 1980)D =
L Th b, Weiler and Hall i1 = E TOMREEEE X235, SIT AW TKRD X )ik
_TW5,

Special interest tourism may be regarded as a form of serious leisure given that it
exhibits several of the characteristics of serious leisure. First, special interest tourist
trend to be seeking durable benefits such as ‘self-actualization, self-enrichment,
recreation or renewal of self, self-expression, social interaction and belongingness, and
lasting physical products of the activity’ (Stebbins, 1982, p.257). (See also Zeppel and
Hall, Chpater 5; Johnston, Chapter 12; Kalinowski and Weiler, Chapter 2; and Harron
and Weiler, Chapter 7, for examples within this volume.) Second, participants often
require a special knowledge, training, or skill in order to pursue a special interest
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tourism activity (see Johnston, Chapter 12, and Tabata, Chapter 13). Third, there is
a tendency for amateurs, hobbyists nad specialty travelers to have a ‘career path’ in
pursuing their interests which may also incorporate a degree of perseverance against
adversity (Devall, 1973; Bryan, 1977; Stebbins, 1982; Mitchell, 1983; Kellert, 1985;
Andressen and Hall, 1988/89). Fourth special interest tourists tend to exhibit a
unique ethos which is represented by a specific social world ‘composed of special
beliefs, values, moral principles, norms, and performance standards’ (Stebbins, 1982,
p.257). (See also Mitchell, 1983, for a discussion of this phenomenon within the context
of mountain climbing.) Finally, participants of special interest travel tend to idenitify
strongly with their chosen activity or pursuit (Stebbins, 1979;1982), for example, in
the case of international travel by American conversation groups and professional
socieities, to promote education and professional development of members (Laarman,
Stewart, and Prestemon, 1989). The last two characteristics may help explain the
relationship between special interest tourism and ‘ethical’ or ‘appropriate tourism’.
The identification process and the establishment of specific life worlds by cultural and
nature-oriented tourists would assist in the development of a symbiotic relationshiop
with the social and physical environment of codes of ethics, management and
protection which would assist in ensuring that the tourism resource (either social or
natural) is preserved for future visitors and for the benefit of the resource itself (Weiler
and Hall 8-9).

OXMOERES R THE 7V, Morman Douglas, Ngaire Douglas and Ros Derrett,
editors. Special Interest Tourism (2001 LiE, ZTOEHRIIUTOEY Th 5, 2
PERLVEIALTREN,

Definitions of SIT

Special interest tourism may be defined as the provision of customized leisure and
recreational experiences driven by the specific expressed interests of individuals and
groups. A special interest tourist chooses to engage with a product or service that
satisfies particular interests and needs, so SIT is tourism undertaken for a distinct
and specific reason. Poon (1997:47) suggests that ‘new tourism is a phenomenon of
large scale packaging of non-standardised leisure services at competitive prices to suit
demands of tourists as well as the economic and socioenvironmental needs of
destinations’ (Douglas and Derrett 3).

glossary

special interest tourism

Customised leisure and recreation experiences driven by the specific expressed
interests if individuals and groups (Douglas and Derrett 460).
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flL D3R & b E & HE3R L TH & 721>, Melanie Smith, Nicola Macleod, and Margaret
Hart Robertson. Key Concepts in Tourist Studies (2010)iz X N IZRDEY Th 3,

Special interest tourism is defined as travelling with the primary motivation of
practicing or enjoying a special interest. This can include unusual hobbies, activities,
themes or destinations, which tend to attract niche markets.

The term ‘special interest tourism’ has traditionally been used for those forms of
tourism which focus on activities which attract a small number of highly dedicated
visitors. These may be relatively unusual hobbies or activities which are practiced
by only a few people. Douglas et al. (2001:3) describe special interest tourism as an
alternative to mass tourism. They suggest that it is ‘the provision of customized
leisure and recreational experiences driven by the specific expressed interests of
individuals and groups. A special interest tourist chooses to engage with a product
or service that satisfies particular interests and needs, so SIT is tourim undertaken
for a distinct and specific reason’. They also suggest that special interest tourists are
mainly looking for non-exploitative and authentic experiences (Smith, Macleod and
Robertson 160-161).
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#FR D Daglas 1% Douglas DY TS, Douglas et al. (2001:3) &% N. Douglas, N.
Douglas and R. Derrett. Special Interest Tourism (London: Wiley & Sons)® Z & 72,
A F—Fy b D ITB BREWMETICL S SITOEHRLBEI L THE LY,

SIT (Special Interest Tour) & i, ¥Rl BRI RITOZ L, BARANEIRITIC
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RBHEZAIEAERDY Hiake 1-7), [V ¥ —JAPAN] OWNAEF, £ SIT THRED
SYEF - EICEAR T D A x| ORMRICEREH T H O,

Sheela Agarwal, Graham Busby and Rong Huang, editors. Special Interest Tourim:
Concepts, Contexts and Cases (2018)iZk®D X 9 7pH &R LT %,

Shoppling 1ournsm |

| |
Payenoiogica: | Emotionar B T | anoat.,
2 | Nostalgia, | | | acqguiring new
exercise and | romance, othar culture.
health and weil- | adventure, and learning a new
being spiritual skl
Examples Examples: Examplas: | Examples:
- Spa and wellness - Islamic tourism | - Food toursm | - Family tourism
tourism - Cathedral ourism i = Transport tourism Social 1ourism
- Social wurism = Film toursm | - Slow tourism ! - Film tourism
= Family tourism - Music tourissm . - Cruise tourism | = Music tourism
- Food tourism - Carnival lourism . - Garden tourism | - Literary tourism
- Adventura lounsm . = Family wourism |
- Golf tourism | - Cathedral tourism |

Fig. 1.2. Special Interest Tourism spectrum

“Special Interest Tourism: An Introduction” TIE&kd X 9 2itHRH 5,

Given that SIT may be understood as the desire for particular products, then it is
possible to identify a SIT spectrum, underpinned by a set of motivatins which are

driving demand and participation (see Fig.1.2) (Agarwal, Busby and Huang 5) .

Special Interest Tourim: Concepts, Contexts and Cases (2018)|Z(ZHAD L H 7 = AW
— XA AEF V=V ZXLLHarT VY= AACOVWTREREATWERW, A
ADEAIZ1E “Pseyhological” “ Emotional”  “Cultural” “ Personal development” &
VY9 48 “Contents” 72 1CMA T, AT DX 2 LIEFRE 20T 0 d LR,

Contents A — Film tourism
tourism Music and concert tourism

Literature tourism

B — Otaku tourism
Anime tourism
Drama tourism
Idol tourism
Power spot tourism

Railroad tourism
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C — Seichi junrei (Sacred pilgrimage)
Real in Fiction

D — Media-induced tourism

BRK DA IZIE “Film tourism” 3 5\ X “Film-induced tourism” MR&H 54, HATIE
“Contents tourism” & LTIRZDZENTE, ZOPITEENDLEZDLZFBRINES
9, LAaL., Z® “Contents tourism” IFFREKFETHY ., 2R < THEKD “Film
tourism” LITRARY, TV 7=R, =UH, F—LRCBESELI LICRD, BAMA
DZDORBEDFRSELLWES, B4R [KILETYRR] (2018) THRD L 5 IZHB~AT
Wa,

2L FrYY—Y XABRBENRETHHIZLERTBEE LM, FXZOSEID,
B CTH Y | HEBEBTIHI—BICT 4 VY —Y XA (Film Tourism) & FEHER TWET,
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