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LTWEKERZER, (A RITA7), AL FHP | L2OBELEETSZZ L
TR 2T ABELHEN TS, BETIE, MBE) & X4 F] BoBEsh, #
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Cure Maid Cafe DA A Fix NFERR L TAH—F DAL FHLOKRE, a—o v 50
Yy P RREDIERTELE N ZHEEERITH, LI 27—~ & LEZEM (IF 064)
EEELTWE,

HRAL LTHREREZFLIC LA Z 7 O#F%E4 L Patrick W. Galbraith X2 +3%
AP HIEMUTWAM, The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009135 E A5 4z B ARD A &
7L HBETHEHR  -FHALTVWEIEATLEREERZVWL OB S B, The Otaku
Encyclopedia (2009)® “Maid (A4 R)” [ZIZKERICEE LR boX 0 L 5103 L
TV 5,

Maids are usually found in cafés in areas such as AKIHABARA, where ANIME,
MANGA and video games are popular. The different style of costume tends to signify
what kind of persona the maid assumes. Girls who wear the classic Victiorian style
tend to roleplay as obliging servants are are categorized as JYASHI-KEI, or soothing
Style. All the others are called MOE-kei maids laugh and fool around with each other

and create an infectious atmosphere of jubilant play that excites the customers, who
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are referred to as Master and Mistress. A café maid is usually a part-time worker
between eighteen and twenty-eight years of age, but are eternally “seventeen” in the
café. They make the minimum wage of about 8 per hour. They're often fans of anime,
manga, and video games, so enjoy the work because they get to COSPLAY all day. For
every maid position advertised in Akihabara there can be as many as 400 applicants.
The really lucky ones may become maid idoru (MAIDORU) and appear in the media
as the face of Akihabara and OTAKU culture (Galbraith 137).
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Pia¥F v 1w | ZEBIE-TLE-7-Z0O4E L, BXi2boTHZ LN,
LB L, LT, 2OV FBBOAL FEE, a A7 VEE~L DN
ST (AL FhH7=7 v 78UEEESR 1),

AL FH 7 2 ZHBRESCEDRBARE CEMEEENRIAT LT 5 AT A NVDIERRSE
LTRE— LI oA s, 1999 E2ic4mBHICAKERD BE®MH AXI.
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W,

1990 ERAFENSEBY 2 REL IR F LT —LOHFT, AR F LA v—lFvr T
F—DRELBEETo7z, WhAARDO IR LREZBEESTELHLE LT 223
MHAIELET, 2o (223 B, TCURE MAID CAFE| OBEREL LY E+ (A
Fa 170),

AA RA7 = TN EANRBERIIUTOL S KEETEX L),

CEBIETHABZ L,

cLMEEEN AL R LTWD D L,

JERARAAL RIZEbEEEfE > TWA D L,
cBHICY T MR T EREL, TA—VEEITIRFE LAY,

AARAT7 cDFADUFO IR T LOEREL RKELWE R H B, Patrick W
Galbraith. The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) Tl “Maid café (A4 KA 7 x)” ko k
THHAL TS,

Maid café (A FA4 7 =) :Ormaid kissa. Café with a syrupy-sweet atmosphere
drawn from ANIME and video games where girls role-play in maid costumes.

Maid cafés basically started as rest stops for OTAKU tired after a hard day hunting
rare DOUJINSHI and GYARUGE in AKIHABARA. They could go to a café and meet
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other like-minded people in an environment where women would not only actually za/k
to them but would say “Welcome home, Master!” when they arrived.

The café first appeared in 1998 at sales events for the game Welcome to Pia Carrot,
and the first permanent maid café, Cure Maid Café, was founded by COSPLAY
outfitter COSPA in Akihabara in 2001. The original concept was to create a place
where people could relax, but it has since expanded to include childish coddling,
playing board games, and song and dance entertainment.

The cafés’ menus typically consist of the kind of food drinks, and desserts that are
usually found on kids’ menus, and tend to be swee and girly like the feminine, pink,
decorative cafés themselves. Notably, the prices at maid cafés are inflated to reflect
the services provided, which include talking to a maid, having one write messages with
ketchup on your food, and sometimes a stage performance or game (Galbraith 137-
138).

TDOAA R T 2OT— AR 2006 FTHB EVD,

The real boom in maid cafés can be traced to 2003 and 2004, when the media began
to descend to on Akihabara looking for the heart of COOL JAPAN. Maids were simply
the most visually appealing aspect of the area, so many news reports commented on
on maid cafés. Public interest in the cafés reached a peak in 2005, when the hit Fuji
TV drama DENSHA OTOKO consistently featured a maid café called Pinafore as a
setting. Many non-otaku fans of the show began to flock to the area, and Akihabara’s

four cafés in 2002 ballooned to some forty establishments in 2006 (Galbraith 138).
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the practice of dressing up as character from a film, book, or video game, especially

one from the Japanese genres of manga or anime (Steven 394).

S OIIREFRFDOEIRE LTUTIZEIIZLIRL TV,

DERIVATIVES cosplayer noun.
ORIGIN 1990S: blend of COSTMUE and PLAY (Steven 394).

“from the Japanese genres of manga or anime” AKX 2 EHAH A 5, AEROEEIN K
ENELNS T L, SHICEFEE LT 19908 550, BRERNTIEIaI vy I/~v—F v b
TLERLY ART LA P—RBRBGE L TVEN, ZOSMERBRLITHEZ TSI L,
B TiE TR LTt —7— ] (1992 HEBIA) DO 22 7 L 3 ZF CRIEAM A AR E
FoTWVDHI LM 1990 F£RE Lichd Liew, EEOEREZEL LMD, Tok
NTEHB, BEROS T, ToADOF ¥ T 7 Z—XHT 520 “cosplay” ThoT, #
DD EH DL “costume play” &V 9H Z LiZk B,

728, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (Pearson, 2017)iZ1Z “cosplay”
X “costume play” D RH LEFEIZ72 <, “costume drama” ODRHLERH B TH 5,
FERIZ L » THRY B2 Y OERD B,

Patrick W. Galbraith. The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009)?> “Cosplay (=2 71)” 11E
EADTIHICEVHBANRRZEIN TS, HOMICEMLTEEZ,

“Costume” plus “role-play.” The act of dressing up as a favorite character from
ANIME, MANGA, or video games. It most likely has its roots in the Star Trek
conventions of the 1960s in the US. In 1978 the science-fiction critic Kotani Mari
attended the Japan Sci-fi Convention wearing a costume from TEZUKA OSAMU’s Umi
no Triton (Triton of the Sea) and is often mistaken as the first cosplayer in Japan. But
according to Kotani people were already cosplaying at COMIKET the year before.

Fans in the US claim the term “cosplay” first appeared in 1984 when Japanese
journalist Takahashi Nobuyuki visited World-Con, a sci-fi convention in Southern
California, and returned to Japan with stories of crazy American “masquerades,” a
word the changed to the more easily pronouncable “cosplay.” Takahashi himself says
he first coined the term in a June 1983 issue of the Japanese magazine My Anime.

With intense fandom and massive conventions, cosplay in Japan quickly developed,
and a cosplay industry started to merge in 1994 selling professional-grade outfits. In
the late 1990s, with the burgeoning interest in Japanese animation, cosplay was

exported back overseas, but with one amusing difference (Galbraith 51-52).
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