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Halloween is largely a combination of two celebrations: As a HARVEST festival, it
is similar to the American THANKSGIVING and the European MARTINMAS (which
is celebrated on the day onced belonging to Halloween, November 11); and as a
commoration of the dead, it may have roots in the EGYPTIAN FEAST OF THE
DEAD (which mourned the passing of the sun god Osiris), the Greek ANTHESTERIA,
and the Roman festivals of both FERALIA and LEMURIA. ®
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Lisa Morton. trick or treat: a history of Halloween (2012) TH IR D X 5 IZR RT3,



Some archaeological evidence suggests that Samhain may have been the
only teime when the Celts had ready access to an abundance of alcohol,
and the surviving accounts of the festival —in which drunkenness always
seems to occur —support this as well. 4’
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Lesley Pratt Brannatyne. Halloween:' An American Holiday, an American History
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The custom of begging for food from house to house on Halloween came from the Old
Catholic soul-cake custom. Once charitable in nature, “souling” took a popluar turn
as it evolved over the years. Irish Halloween begging always involved a masquerade
and some sort of good-natured bribe, but who did the begging and what they were
after varied from region to region.

In Ireland’s Country Cork, a mummer’s procession marked All Hallows. It was
composed of young men, self-proclaimed ambassadors of Muck Olla (a boar known in
Irish folk tales). The leader (Lair Bh4n—or white mare) wore white robes and
horse’s head; the rest of the procession fell noisily behind, blowing cows’ horns to
announce themselves at each new house. Prosperity was promised to those who

gave food, drink or money to the revelers. ¢®’
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The conventions of misrule gave young males a prescribed role in Halloween,
although it was clearly open to abuse. It was their job to solicit peat and collect wood
and fern for the bonfires. In Skye it was reported that they exercised “greta licence,
taking barrels, even doors, wheelbarrows and carts” for the communal bonfire,

presumably with some reckoning of what each household should contribute. Here,
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and in the guising and mischief that accompanied the night, male youths were clearly
the dispensers of rough justice in their communities and their unofficial spokesmen.
Although young women were sometimes masked on Halloween, the holiday was
indisputably an important occasion for male bonding among revelers. The activities
that took place within and near the home, however, tended to focus upon the
aspirations of young women. Apart from the games such as apple-bobbing that were
played on Halloween by all members of the family, Halloween acquired a special

significance as a courtship ritual or augury for marriage. (°’
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ROE D72 Z EBRBIENTWVS,

Some pranks were indeed harmless, but others had lasting, devastating effects for

communities. Mischief Night began to gain visibility_in the 1930s and '40s because
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the "tricks" started to make headlines in the U.S. "In 1934, in Connecticut, a 14-year
old boy was beaten to death at a Halloween party; same year, an 8-year old Chicago
boy, watching a bonfire of stolen gates, was killed by trick-or-treaters. As late as 1964,
trick-or-treaters trashed the New York studio of artist Andrew Wyeth," the Chicago

Tribune reported. (1 V)
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As for “trick” part of the trick-or-treat custom, it stems from the many years in this
country when the night before Halloween was known as “Mischief Night.”  In some
places the antics of this night were carried out on Halloween. Gates were unhinged
and hidden, ropes stretched across roads in the dark, outhouses toppled, doorbells
rung, bags of powder spilled on porches, and in general whatever mischief could be
thought of was done.

The basis for Mischief Night is the old belief in ghosts and fairies who roamed the
roads on Halloween night curding milk and riding people’s horses to exhaustion.
Any practical joke could thus be blamed on these little creatures over whom no one
had any cotrol.

In recent years, under the auspices of UNICEF, youngsters and adults have gone
from door to door collecting funds for the poor children of the world rather than treats
for themselves. The practice is not yet widespread, bu has been growing with the

general social consciousness in many communities. ¢!
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