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Samhain was also perceived of the one night of the year when
the dead walked the landscape. (¢’
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DAYS OF THE DEAD—1In Latin American countries the first
and second of November— ALL SAINTS’ DAY and ALL SOULS’
DAY —are known as the “Days of the Dead,” or Dias de los

Muertos. (7’

Halloween finds an odd reflection in the Dias de los Muertos,
or Days of the Dead, directly corresponding to All Saints’ Day
and All Souls’ Day, on November 1 and 2. ¢®’
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...back to the very beginnings of the holiday, as a day when the
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sun died, the night ruled, and the souls of the dead walked.
Certainly there is a considerable body of ghost stories (or tales
about malicious FARIES) surrounding SAMHAIN, and there is
even a Catholic legend that ODILO initiated ALL SOULS’ DAY
because of a story he heard about the wailing of suffering

souls. (2
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As Polynice talked on, I reflected that these tales ran closely
parallel not only with these of the negroes in Georgia and the
Carolinas, but with the mediaeval folk- lore of white Europe.
Werewolves, vampires, and demons were certainly no novelty.
But I recalled one creature I had been hearing about in Haiti,
which sounded exclusively local — the zombie.

It seemed (or so I had been assured by negroes more
credulous than Polynice) that while the zoinhie came from the
grave, it was neither a ghost, nor yet a person who had been
raised like Lazarus from the dead. The zombie, they say, is a
soulless human corpse, still dead, but taken from the grave

and endowed by sorcery with a mechanical sem-blance of life —
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it is a dead body which is made to walk and act and move as if

it were alive. (1 4)

The Magic Island T “zombie” DHENEWMICERIBTHDIX LT
DBV THD, YrEDLIRLDIEINA FLUSMB N Z &M
WEBRTWD, V=T Ny 7 DEET AV AEBETICBT DA
FTOEBRP G LILBR>TEY, 77— Fy—HOBERIZLD Y B
DFEHETH B,

ARET 7YV HIN—V DT —Fo—HTHDIN, TAU A
T/ EEINFRODLDTHD, BRE, NATFRDh, £h
ICIRBUEH R ERRH D, N1 TFid 1804 FiCE EFOBRALME
ELTT T ADPOMIU LIS, FEERBENHEE . 1915 27T
AV AnEEREEED, SHEH. ERTICBW-&@&XH 5, 72V
AMKRMOE - A FE2EBL.BALEF /P TY—T Ny I [~
Uo7 -TA4F 2 F1(1929) BRERINT-DTH S, 0zzy Inguanzo.
Zombies on Film: the Definitive Story of Undead Cinema (2014)
TRRD LD IZHEXTWND,

Prior to Night of the Living Dead, zombies had been almost
exclusively derive from Haitian folkore, and were associated
with voodoo cults and mind control as depicted in White
Zombie (1932). (1 )
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A4 v #—%v b ED“BOOKS: The Zombie of Great Peru by
Pierre—Corneille Blessebois Interview with translator Doug
Skinner”IZIZLL T D X 5 RFHALH 5,

The Zombie of Great Peru: Or the Countess of Cocagne was
written in 1697 by Pierre—Corneille Blessebois, (not to be
confused with Pierre Corneille, the dramatist). Doug Skinner
has recently translated the book from French to English for
Black Scat Books, which describes the novel as “a memoir of
occultism, seduction, slapstick, and humiliation, set in the
racial and sexual hothouse of colonial Guadeloupe. It contains
the first appearance of the word ‘zombie’ in literature.”

The Oxford English Dictionary credits Lake Poet Robert
Southey as the first English writer to use the Z-word, in his
1819 History of Brazil, so Blessebois scooped him by more than
100 years in French. (! 8’
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It was in 1889 in the pages of Harpers Magazine that the
zombie made its debut appearance in the English-speaking
world, in a short article by journalist and amateur
anthropologist Lafcadio Hearn entitled “The Country of the
Comers-Back”. Although the term “zombie” was first recorded
in The Oxford English Dictionary in 1819, and was frequently
heard mentioned by slaves in America’ s Deep South in the
latter part of the 18th century, it was Hearn’s article that
became the first widely circulated report of the existence of the
living dead. ¢! 9’
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¥ Early Caribbean travel literature occasionally mentioned
voodoo rites and transmitted snippets of zombie lore, but
even as late as 1928 folklorist Elsie Parsons mentioned
that the “zombie” was virtually unknown outside of Haiti.
William Seabrook captured them to instant fame with his
1929 travel book The Magic Island, and after Kenneth
Webb’s 1932 New York stage production Zombie the
creature fell irrevocably under the auspices of the

entertainment industry. A month after the play opened,
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the Halperin brothers began work on a film adaptation,
White Zombie, and despite a suit brought against them by
Webb, the movie opened in the summer of 1932. (29
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But they recognized the public’s growing interest in the horror
genre, and decided to embark on an original property that
would exploit America’s newfound curiosity in voodoo lore.
The idea for the Halperin Brothers’ new film originated from
the pages of William Seabrook’s 1929 nonfiction travelogue
about his exotic adventures in Haiti, The Magic Island. 1t re-
counted dark tales of native voodoo rites essentially brought
the dead back to life as zombies. But Seabrook’s shocking
first-person accounts were extraordinary, and nothing like the
miraculous narratives Westerners had been familiar with,
such as Jesus Christ’s divine resurrection of Lazarus as
depicted in the Holy Bible’s Gospel of John. Zombies were
reanimated corposes without souls, bodies without any
physical liberty or personal autonomy. They existed at the
mercy of voodoo sorcerers and functioned as servile labor.
Seabrook’s lurid encounters challenged science and defied

religion, so naturally the public was captive. (37’
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But attending these lively carnival images—always—are
the classic images of mortality and the grave: skeletons,
vampires, zombies, and ghosts. The grand marshal of the

Halloween parade is, and always has been, Death. (4 ¢’
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