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Japan’ s history of remarkable revivals suggests that the outcome of that trans—formation is more likely
to be rebirth than ruin. Standing astride channels of communication, Japan already possesses a vast
reserve of potential soft power. And with the cultural reach of a superpower already in place, it's
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hard to imagine that Japan will be content to remain so much medium and so little message.
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A concept, movement, or government policy that proposes Japan as a world trendsetter for entertainment,
technology, art, fashion, music, and cotemporary culture. In 2002 journalist Douglas McGray wrote a
ground-breaking article called * Japan's Gross National Cool: for Foreign Policy magazine that suggested
the country’ s real power came through the global appeal of its pop—cultural output such as MANGA, ANIME,
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