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(2) HEFBIZ/2 o7z “hikikomori”
2010 4 8 AT Oxford Dictionary of English O =AM S iz,
ZOFRTH L EFEIZR o T2 AARGEDN & 5, £ 4128 hikikomori Th 5,
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EnghSh N OWE R T b 2 D F £H S T2, Sl Oxford R
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Dictionary of +

(in Japan) the abnormal avoidance of social contact, typically by
adolescent males.m a person who avoids social contact.—ORIGIN Japanese, literally

‘staying indoors, (social) withdrawal.” (Oxford 828)

ZIZTHHALTEBEZWOIX, typically by adolescent males &9 & Z A72, Bk D= ik}
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%, Patrick W. Galbraith. The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) TIZIk D X H IR EFE E /> T
Do BXEFPITLTEBEIZUY,

Hikikomori (& Z % Y ) : Asocial shut-in who never leaves his or her room. This

1s understood by most to be a symptom of mental illness. Typically these people are
bullied at school and are unable to cope with the outside world. Hikikomori can
be supported for years by their parents and only communicate with the outside

world via their computers. Hikikomori are not necessarily OTAKU and should



not be mistaken as such. By definition they lack the ability to communicate and
thus withdraw into a passivity that exudes them from even the most basic of tasks:
otaku tend to be the opposite, using cultural products (ANIME, MANGA, FIGURES,
MAID CAFES) for some form of activity. Hikikomori are also often confused with
NEET (Not Employed, in Education or Training), social loafers who choose to buck
the system by not participating in it fully. NEET, however, can be a badge of honor.
People may say “I'm NEET!” but no one would ever say, “I'm hikikomori!”
(Galbraith 100)

ZIZTIHOEILD E=—FOBEPEM SN TWA Z EITIEHTRETHA H, Héctor
Garcia. Geek in Japan (2010) TlZ “HIKIKOMORI” (Z2oWT 2 7T Cfigsi LT\ 5, 4
LESRDIBMILTRELNY,

To refer to otaku in a negative sense—to those who really are obsessive and never go
out so they can spend all their time at home with their hobbies—the new word
hikikomori was coined. Hikikomoriis considered an illness, and those who suffer
from it shut themselves in at home to the point that they stop going to school or work
and don’t socialize at all. Many Japanese people are affected by this syndrome, and
it’s becoming a serious problem. Psychologists who study it point to the great social
pressures on young people and their entry into the adult world as possible causes.
Many young people feel unable to integrate into the system and they give up,
confining themselves to worlds of fantasy that they can access by playing video games,
reading manga, or surfing the Web.

Even witout being hikikomori, the most extremel otaku don’t socialize much. They
are usually fans of anime, manga, and video games, and in general they lead a rather
solitary life. They work arubaito (part-time jobs) to earn just enough to eat and buy
the latest item in their favorite series. They spend weekends at home and are
usually single. On the rare occasions they do go out, they go to conventions, events,

or shopping in Akihabara. (Garcia 87)
S HIZHIDOEFT TR O L HIZEY EFTnbd,

Hikikomoriis a term used to refer to the social isolation into which many young
Japanese are plunged. Those suffering from this syndrome shut themselves away
at home and spend their time watching television, playing video games, ad surfing

the Internet. They are usually teenagers who've been frightened by the degree



of competitiveness they’ll face in society when they finish their studies.

They “decide” to shut themselves off and withdraw fro society as soon as they
leave high school, sometimes remaining at home for months or even years.
Having a hikikomori in the family is frowned upon; it creates an embarrassing
aura that leads the parents to try to hide the problem.

This phenomenon started in Japan but is apparently spreading to Korea, where
there is also a lot of competition to enter the best universities and then find a job
that will define your life. Many studies by psychologists confirm that a main cause
is the pressure created by a society defined by extreme capitalism and an extremely

meitocratic education system. (Garcia 93)
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Hikikomori: Why are so many Japanese men refusing to leave their rooms?

By William Kremer and Claudia Hammond BBC World Service 5 July 2013

From the section Magazine *’

TEONETHLRICRDEZARD D,

As many as a million young people in Japan are thought to remain holed up in

their homes - sometimes for decades at a time. Why?

In Japan, hikikomori, a term that's also used to describe the young people

who withdraw, is a word that everyone knows.

The Truth about Mental Health: Hikikomori will be broadcast on the BBC World
Service at 14:30 GMT on Friday 5 July

WEBROa A MREBEI I TS


http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01bdmw7

Tamaki Saito was a newly qualified psychiatrist when, in the early 1990s, he was
struck by the number of parents who sought his help with children who had quit
school and hidden themselves away for months and sometimes years at a time.
These young people were often from middle-class families, they were almost always
male, and the average age for their withdrawal was 15.

It might sound like straightforward teenage laziness. Why not stay in your room
while your parents wait on you? But Saito says sufferers are paralysed by profound

social fears.
F72. oV A MR THIZW,

Hikikomori, Solitary Youth of Japan

By definition, the hikikomori (the term can also be used in the plural) is one who
withdraws from society. The Japanese word hiki means "to pull" and komoru means
"retiring" or "withdrawing," hence the sense of pulling out from society.

1 5The hikikomori is considered a uniquely Japanese phenomenon. The hikikomori
is typically a male (80% are male), teenaged to 30 years old, who has quit school, has
no technical skills, and is unemployed, living in his room in his parents' house, never
coming out, taking meals left at his door by his parents, passing the day reading,

websurfing, viewing television, idling. *’

2010 FEITHRBUAD LI LEEE LC “hikikomori” 28A% &, v BWWTHA2D Lo
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R [0 & 26 0 ] (1998)IFHEFR E4L7= DA,
Jeffrey Angles, translator. Hikikomori(2013)T® %,
Oxford Dictionary of English (2010)(Z 7H LiEL LT
By EFond Lokl &1 5 LIEFIRED
HBUZRERBOWEIC 2> 72 b D & lbind, 4R
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2 BT

FR3CF emoji S K DR MR DFEFIZ A LEEL LTH A7, F30FIE, HARDHR
\ZIAF 72 emotion DRBLFIEDOE D TH D, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English (2014) [ZIZSEXD L HIZERI N TN D,


http://www.amazon.co.jp/Jeffrey-Angles/e/B004SHD3GE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2

o Dictionary n [C] an ICON, similar to an EMOTION, used in electronic

°°’c°"“3’“p°”"' messages and on websites, originally in Japan (Longman 581)
English
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Beyond words: how language-like is emoji?

The decision by Oxford Dictionaries to select an emoji as the 2015 Word of the
Year has led to incredulity in some quarters. Hannah Jane Parkinson, writing in
The Guardian, and doubtless speaking for many, brands the decision ‘ridiculous’ —
after all, an emoji is, self-evidently, not a word; so the wagging fingers seem to say.
And indeed, the great English word is, for many, the most sacred cornerstone of
‘our magnificent bastard tongue’, as John McWhorter so aptly dubs the language
of Shakespeare. But is such derision really warranted? After all, we live in a brave
new digital age. And the media we use to connect and communicate with our
nearest and dearest, as well as a virtual world peopled by ‘followers’ and ‘friends’
we’ve never met, surely requires somewhat different communicative systems. And
systems, such as emoji, are adaptations to this most recent arena of human
discursive intercourse. They get the job done when the tried and tested inter-

personal cues, that oil spoken interaction, are impossible or absent. But is emoji,


http://www.atmarkit.co.jp/icd/root/84/43151984.html
http://www.atmarkit.co.jp/ait/articles/1603/10/news049.html

which is most definitely a communicative system, so different from language?

The communicative functions of language

English, like any other natural language, has two major communicative functions.
The first is an ideational function: to get an idea across, as when I say, It’s raining,
or I love you. It also has an interactive-interpersonal function: to influence the
attitudes and behaviours of others, and, in a myriad ways, change an aspect of
the world’s states of affairs in the process. This can range from the mundane, as
when I ask someone to shut the door on the way out, ensuring the door’s position
conforms to my wishes. But its influence can also be rather more significant, as
when a member of the clergy pronounces two individuals, husband and wife,
concluding an act of marriage, and thereby transforming the moral, romantic,

financial, and legal status of the two individuals vis-a-vis one another.

But emoji can also fulfil these two major functions. In January 2015, a 17 year old
from Brooklyn, Osiris Aristy, was arrested for making an alleged ‘terroristic threat’
based on the NY terrorism statutes introduced after 9/11. His alleged crime was
posting a public status update on his Facebook page threatening NY police officers.
But what was unusual was that the alleged threat was made up solely of emojis:

a police officer emoji, with handgun emojis pointing at it.

The NY District Attorney, in deciding whether to issue an arrest warrant, used
the communicative standards that apply to language: his, perhaps reasonable,
inference, was that the teenager was threatening gun violence towards the NYPD.
And indeed, when his home was raided, Aristy was found to have a .38 calibre
Smith and Wesson revolver. While, ultimately, a Grand Jury declined to indict
Aristy, and the case was dropped, Aristy’s emojis were evaluated in the same way
as if he had written ‘gonna shoot a cop’. The legal question, and judgement, turned
on whether the two self-same communicative functions of language also applied to
his alleged emoji offence: did the meaning conveyed by the emojis amount to an
attempt to influence the behaviour of others, and incite gun violence, or indeed,
represent an intention to cause harm, himself, to New York’s Finest. In short, did
he mean to go through with 1t? Was this merely foolish chatter, or a cold-blooded
threat? And that, in itself, is a salutary lesson; in terms of digital communication,
others are liable to interpret our intentions as much from our emojis, as the words
we type — emojis matter: they can and will be used against you in a court of

law. (¢
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cosplay  »noun[mass noun] the practice of dressing up as character from a film,
book, or video game, especially one from the Japanese genres of manga or anime.

» verb[no obj.] engage in cosplay.

—DERIVATVITES cosplayer noun.

—ORIGIN 1990s: blend of COSTUME and PLAY (Oxford 394)

Zo& D LR THARD~ VA, T=A0E] EHEEINTWALE, BARDK Yy 7
Fx—DEENHDHESH>THLIWNEAD,

b2

(DexARBE TOE 260 ] L3y 227 Xfbiw] A —=a 201241 ) THE
LIEARIC S HITn&E LT,

(2) EA@E 0260 OFHE - SRICBET 514 K714 ) CERk 19 4F%) . p.6.
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