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As otaku make up a good portion of the creative forces behind anime
and manga, it is only natural that several works of manga and anime
on otaku culture have appeared, often as a light-hearted pastiche.
(Otaku, 10)
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Simply put, it is a general term referring to those who indulge in
forms of subculture strongly linked to anime, video games, computers,

science fiction, special effects films, anime figures, and so on. (Azuma3)
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“otaku” IZOVVTIE 8 HFEEE TERAZIT> T\ 5, TOHIHIT “Nerd; geek
or banboy. A hardcore or cult fan.” (Galbraith171) & &%, & 5IZ “otaku”
WZDOWTEEL T OBY Th 5,

BackinJapan, “otaku” still had negative connotations until the
early 2000s. However, the acceptance of anime overseas led the
Japanese government to start actively promoting anime, manga, and
video games (see COOL JAPAN). Research firms ran the numbers
whose enthusiastic spending on hobbies didn’t decline during the
recession. Otaku were suddenly a bright spot for recessionary Japan.

In 2005, Fuji TV’s DENSHA OTOKOheralded the beginning of the
good —guy otaku image that changed the face of AKIBA. Today it’s
not uncommon for celebrities like SHOKO-TAN, or politicians such
as ASO TARO, to associate with otaku. (Galbraith173)
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With a network of shops across Japan and a listing on the Nikkei
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Stock Index, Mandarake Incorporated is positioning for global
expansion. New stores opened in Los Angeles in 1999 and in Bologna
in 2001. Japan accounts for the bulk of Mandarake’s revenue, said
company president Masuzo Furukawa, “but in, say, about five to 10
years, it should be the other way around. The foreign market should
be much bigger.”

Already, “there isn’t much of a time lag between what sells well in
Japan and what sells in the United States,” Furukawa said,
comparing business in Tokyo and Los Angeles. The buxom, gun-toting
pixies, cute monsters, and transforming robots that fill Mandarake

in Shibuya show up in MTV graphics, street fashions, bars and

dance clubs, and even museums. Last year, the Getty Center in Los
Angeles debuted a blockbuster show on Japan’s “Super Flat”
movement—young Japanese art inspired by the two-dimensional

look of commercial cartoons. (McGray)
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