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Simply put, it is a general term referring to those who indulge in
forms of subculture strongly linked to anime, video games, computers,

science fiction, special effects films, anime figures, and so on. * ®
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EbIZF 27 & E2EMmaTe & FRE—(0.1958) )NENH S5 08,
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HEFRZL WD,
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R TEREES Rt L a2 27 FLEH & LTWAB A B

Z DS DEFTBROAZ 7 DEFiZIANTN D L9 I,
Patrick W.Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encylopedia(2009) Tl “otaku” (Z-2o\»

TIX 3 ERETERZIT> T\ 5, TOFIHIE “Nerd; geek or banboy. A

hardcore or cult fan.” ¢ &5, IHIZ “otaku” (T OVWVTIELL FDIEY

ThHo,

BackindJapan, “otaku” still had negative connotations until the
early 2000s. However, the acceptance of anime overseas led the
Japanese government to start actively promoting anime, manga, and
video games (see COOL JAPAN). Research firms ran the numbers
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whose enthusiastic spending on hobbies didn’t decline during the

recession. Otaku were suddenly a bright spot for recessionary Japan.
In 2005, Fuji TV's DENSHA OTOKO heralded the beginning of the

good —guy otaku image that changed the face of AKIBA. Today it’s

not uncommon for celebrities like SHOKO-TAN, or politicians such

as ASO TARO, to associate with otaku.

Héctor Garcia. A Geek in Japan (2010)i21% “LIFE OF AN OTAKU”

“ASPECTS OF OTAKU CULTURE” ® 2IEH” %5, “LIFE OF AN

OTAKU” Ti% “THE ORIGIN OF THE OTAKU” & L CTIRD L 9 72ETR
W DD TEIEAPIT LTI ETZNY,

The word otakuhas a curious origin. In Japanese, this term is used
to refer to another person’s house, but it’s also a not-very-common
second-person honorific pronoun. Apparently, in the Japanese geek
community, the otaku pronoun was often used to refer to fellow geeks
when it wasn’t really necessary to be so formal. Little by little, people
outside geek communities noticed this phenomenon and started

using the word otaku to refer to geeks. During the ninetines, it
became widespread in Japan, and at the end of the century it began

to spread around the world, not only as a word but as a cultural move-

ment. ¥

ZDH%IZ “WHAT IS AN OTAKU?” 230, & HITRD K 5 IZ@B ST
WD, AR L TR E U,

For the Japanese, an otaku is a person who spends much of his or her
spare time shut away at home cultivating hobbies of the most diverse
kinds. The most prevalent otaku in Japan are those interested in

manga, video games, and anime or simply those addicted to the
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internet. At first, in the nineties, the word otaku was distinctly
pejorative, implying that the person didn’t have a real life beyond the

Internet or his favorite comic books. *?

“ASPECTS OF OTAKU CULTURE” Ti% “otaku” OEFEIT2NH DD,
“MOE” “MEIDO FASHION” Z3 Y _EiF HiuCung,
Antonia Levi, Mark McHarry, and Dru Pagliassotti, editors. Boys’Love
Manga (2010) “Glossary” TiE “otaku” [Z2OVWTRD X HIZEFEL TV
Do

Fan(s) of manga, anime and/or video games; a pejorative term that
has been taken as positive by many fans. Azuka Hiromi gives
“otaku” in a Japanese context as males generally between the ages
of eighteen and forty, whose culture became a mass social phenom-
enon in 1995-96 with the boom of interest in the anime series Shin
seiki evangelion (Neon Genesis Evangelion). In a 1989 moral panic
“otaku” was exteneded to all amateur manga artists and fans
irrespective of sex. In a U.S. context, otaku may be female or male,
and otaku status can be seen as  “cool” among fans even as it has
negative connotations among some. The U.S. anime/manga and
Asian popular culture convention Otakon calls itself ~ “the convention

of the otaku generation.” *®

MAUNVINNG TR A O AN
AR TU ANG TeR THA DENOMON ¢

7 % NS \',
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WA =2« DY —F [£H LTHIGEE TRV HARDHE
100] (2010)®> “Part 4 The New Culture, Lifestyle and Traditions of
Japan” T “67 What is otakuto the Japanese” & L CIRD X D ITHHE
TN D,

This new generation makes up most of the sub-culture that have a
lot of interest in anime, manga or other such fashions and trends.
This is why people started labeling those who belonged to these groups
as ‘otaku.’” One side of the coin sees otaku culture as being truly
creative, springing out of the computer age with a global influence.
The flipside, however, is that this culture is also associated with many
current social problems because of their inabilities to communicate
well. The problems caused are related to family, changing work
ethics and even serious crimes that sometimes stem from Internet
communication.

While many good and bad things are associated with otaku, few
would aruge that these people have not made an impression on
Japanese society. Moreover, otaku has already become a term
used outside Japan, and a growing number of people around the
world are finding enjoyment in appreciating the creative genius
in the otakuworld. For most Japanese, this major cultural trend
catching attention overseas is something that makes them both

proud and curious. © 7

(%7 | (IZ2OWTHY BT 5 &, cool, kawail, cawaii 72 EOE&RE Y
> LTS, [COOL=7> 2\ 1E7ClZ otaku OHEFLCIFEIE L TV
%o TlX ANETIZZ DA H 7 (otakWiL ED L 51T TN D725 9 ha,
FIGEI /2o T HAGEE WD T EMEDIND D, EDOBLEND A THL 9,
1993 4RI Kk T X417z Shorter Oxford English Dictionary |24V <7~ H
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FED DD, 335 FRAIBRAISELE LTINS - RO AC R [ TEIRAS
) aREE] (PEREERR, 1998 48 H) 1ZiE otaku (ZEY EIF T vy, [FIL
F T TERRREEORE T —EE 2 o 7o AAGEE ) (MRILGER#] 9 (2),
1992 4F 1 H) . Nicholas W. Warren. “Japanese in English A Preliminary
Study of Japanese Influence on English Vocabulary” (& 2cHAHe 2]
45, 199346 H). Nicholas W. Warren. “Four Centuries of Japanese in
English A Brief Historical Outline of Lexical Borrowings” ([&[ 4z 14
FRACEL] 46, 1993 4F 12 A) 1T otaku [TV BiFTHI TRV, Folldh
HEEHLC otaku ZFHTHL LLLT D@D TH D,

JeEREFILERMR

otaku JLH LAk L

(McLeod, William T. , editor.  7he Collins Paperback English
Dictionary. Collins, 1986. First edition.)

otaku WL LEE7ZR L
(The New Merriam- Webster Dictionary. Merriam-Webster Inc.,
1989.)

otaku WL LEEZR L
(Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary of Current English. Oxford
University Press, 1992. Encyclopedia edition).

otaku (in Japan) young people who are obsessed with computer
tecchonology to the detriment of their social skills.

—ORIGIN Japanese, lit. ‘your house’, alluding to the reluctance
of such people to leave the house. ©*#

(Concise Oxtford English Dictionary. 2004. Eleventh Edition)

otaku R LEER L
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(Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary. Oxford University Press,
2005. Seventh edition)

otaku FH LEE7R L
(Longman Exams Dictionary. Pearson Education Limited, 2006.
First edition)

otaku (in Japan) a young person who is obessed with computers or

particular aspects of popular culture to the detriment of their social
skills. 9
(Oxford Dictionary of English. 2010. Third Edition)

JEFnEEELER

otaku FHLFERL

UINBEACL « ZeFe - EEEE [/INFARE 7 1 7 Ly O 7 SRRt /vy
i, 198941 H., 2/l 7 )

otaku LI LEEZ2 L
ORI =5 T2 v — VLasfnsin] =A%, 199443 A)

otaku LI LEEZ2 L
(IVINFEET o 2 B~ AGERIREEIL] /INFHE, 1994 4F 3 H 28 2 WS 2 i)

otaku LI LEEZ2 L
AR [o—=7 AGFnEEit] KMEfEENE, 1994 4F 4 HUGETHI

otaku R LEER L
CKEMF =% [ 77> o T oV —gefnfeit] =% 200041 A)

otaku A %7 [Jap] 4
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CABMRERNR [77 v Ra A Agcfniai] —4%, 200142 H)

JIHEE7- TCDf BARDZ &% 1 53EETRE L TA5] (2008) Tidkd
XA G 5,

Otakuis geek, nerd, or freak in English. The otakuhang out mostly
in the Akihabara area of Tokyo or the Nipponbashi area of Osaka.
There , you can see many electronic, comic and anime DVD shops.
Most otaku are male. 1)

IBIZ, MEATREVGER - BB CTIIRO L9 IHFERSILTN D,

geek (447 |
RHWRA R 7, ERRTEDEN,
nerd 447 |
kA2 —Hp EICHS T MRFOEFL (RETND, JEOON
172 E) DA,
freak 447 |
AN =T v 71T ES>TODA, ATA, @2

Ross Mouer “Work culture” (2009)D Tl otaku (22 TRD L H IZE
TLTCWD,

otaku (devotees to a narrowly defined, mainstream passion) **

BRI HEOA X 72T 5 2 EOMINT ED &5 Il SR A 52 T
LEBZDHRETHAH, 5 573k 1ZBARDR Y 7 HVTFx—
DOEDE LTHEETERNWEDE B EZ D, A ¥ —2y o [[RAHGE
DOHEEIG,  F72< /A% 7 /Otaku] (ZXIUL, ¥ Clx [Otaku) ~D
FESEJSE LT Wapanese] EWIOEELHD L H7
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FBAROT = A7 — L ENSRANRIT2 B0, SO
DT, FAUTEFIZIZE VAL TS A%, [Wapanese] (V3=
— A/ White + Japanese/ HAT =A< 01, 7F—MEHFT 5 H
F. AARNITZRD T2V, HAWVNIARYOEMIARNZZDT.. 7L
FUVIAALTE D T2 ANEIMRT D AT ) 728 L SERNIIESr—A
LT AYBRETTRZ > TND LS T, 49

HHAAZ D LEBIBUIAARANER L TR Z LTWAH DTt s,
KBS L UTHZ T RETEA D, [Wapanese] | THBHAREE I IAGE L
IZELHY, FEEH STV RNWE ST, A X —% v F® Urban
Dictionary (2 JAUEZ OFEHIEF O H O T April 14, 2003 &£ 72> TD, £
DEFITN D0 D0, BAID 2 SOEFRAFRN LTI I,

“Wapanese” are decidedly caucasian individuals who, by means

of thoroughly warped postmodern acculturation processes, have
come to the decision that it is in their best interest to act as if they
were denizens of the nation of Japan. The term “wapanese” can

be accurately though of as an analog to wigger. A whitey can be
classified as a “Wapanese” if they are in possession of two or more of
the following defining traits:

1. Has an unhealthy obsession with shallow, saccharine and
intellectually insulting animation shows (also refered to as anime
by the nerd elite) originally tailored for young Japanese children

2. Operates under the erroneous belief that every aspect of
American culture is vastly inferior to that of Japan’s —even
though 99.9% of Wapanese have never had firsthand experience of
any sort with their preferred culture (in other words, they've never

set so much as one foot upon the island(s) of Japan) *®
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http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=caucasian
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Japan
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=wigger
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=whitey
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=anime
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=nerd
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=American

RILK A v H—F%y b LD [TERT =R - < BT 7 )| BT DI
1578 WAPANESE ] (2005.9.10) TIIRD L S ISHEIT LTS,

oL YGETEMEED HNCORART =X - <= HINKY FeEoHh
(27 AU Ty TO~ AT RE SR S T e, firShe~ o
FHOPITIT [Shonen-Ai (D45 | [Kawaii (R[ZEVY) | 72 ST T -
T [Wapanese] &) JEEFENSH > T, EBL [People who are
manga fans (¥ HDT7 7 )] LigoTnA,
HEDNTILKR DT = A« =BT 7 LEEATIUTANYIT shonen-Ai,
kawaii, yuri, hentai, yaoi 72 FOSHENEHEICHTL 5, THREFF
BHEENEN D ORGEL R ULV THIZ w77y LT
7 Wapanese (7/3=—2X) ZFENT D D138 0~ XA, 49

Z D& & Urban Dictionary (Zfifiiv T 5, TERDRFES S « AT 7 KEE
H—T AU AXVR F—ANFVT, IFTH, THR—= ]
(2010.4.19) TII>ED L KT LT 5,

QA

1. BASH

2. FHEWRT A e~ H 77,

FITHRRE LTS, otaku K WEEDOERA IR (e L A

REPETCIL, otaku &9 HEEIT T 7 ATEWVERSWTHERMIZE B X

HEELHD), T=AEARDOY T HINTF 2 —IZOH 0 IABE =53

D, T=ADX¥ 77 X —DLH Iz Lz, TBONHEANTES

7EHWVNDIZ] LNV HEEFFLADEICAAD T AT, Hied
TEAME | LIFERZ0OT, HRICIEER S, @7

A B =y b EOFEEICRIT 2 EHR LW D0 LT X720, The
Online Slang Dictionary DEFIILL FOERY TH D,
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http://d.hatena.ne.jp/keyword/%A5%A2%A5%CB%A5%E1
http://d.hatena.ne.jp/keyword/%A5%A2%A5%E1%A5%EA%A5%AB
http://d.hatena.ne.jp/keyword/Ai
http://d.hatena.ne.jp/keyword/%CB%CC%CA%C6
http://d.hatena.ne.jp/keyword/%A5%A2%A5%CB%A5%E1
http://d.hatena.ne.jp/keyword/Ai

+ a person obsessed with Japanese culture.
By WatterGR, Sacremento, CA. USA, Apr 14 2010 [Edit definition]

(48)

Wikitonary TIFkD L HIZEFRE L T\,

Etymology

Blend of white and Japanese of wannabe and Japanese. Formed by

analogy with the word wigger.

Adjective

wapanese(not comparable)

1. (derogatory, slang) used to refer to Cacasian individuals who try
to assimilate too much of Japanese culture. Characateristics
may include an obsession with anime or martial arts, or
inapporpiate or incorrect casual use of Japanese words.

Synonyms

* weeaboo
W This page was last modified on 27 August 2010, at 18:22. 49

RRDEFRITDOUNTITHK 472 T5RENEROFFIEE - Fideh o weblio 240
Fige) ThbEOEEHIL LTHHESN TS, ©0 7235, hikikomori 4T
TR LEEE UCHE# L7= Oxford Dictionary of English (2010)/Z1%.,
otaku, kawaii (L LiEE L TH5H7A3, wapanese, yaol, hentai (2|38l =
TRV, WTFUZ LT wapanese DFJHIEIZ - & D L7aV A3, Urban
Dictionary (Z JAuU 2003 4 4 H 14 H OGN ONE DDA FIT72 0 272,
Z U Douglas McGray. “Japan’s Gross National Cool” (2002)Li# T %
TELERESBEHRL TS L DITE X%, otaku & wapanese (Z-DOV Y TIEREK
KABBARDR » T INTF ¢ —OHZ FZ L VENHT SN TNDH EE-T
Xuni=s9,
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e

F1E [FH7] Lidfad

D) RS TR ] #tE— NEE 7Y v al OFiH/FE FiNe—)

(TRAREDR  [EREE] 2 27 5, BRRENZKFPERE - BAGEEE 74,
2009 4F3 H). p.16.

@ REE~7Y v 2 \ZBIF 200V CE, IS TRz < ) #tk
— F/%'a@7 U a] OoFai/rraiilc—) (FERER  EREME] 527
. BREENKFERE - AAGEAAR TS, 200943 H) 253 LuY,

(3) R ANFREOHREE G $57-< /A% 7 /Otaku)
(http://www.paradisearmy.com/doujin/pasok6n.htm)(2011 455 H 18 H
TIER)

(4) Ditto.

(6) IR (D [F7=< ] OAFTBUC /o734 (ThfFE R 104
7)) (JICC HiffUm, 19894F12 A). p.94.

(6) KiEE= [FX 7 LnwHgk) (74— 28 t27) 655, Bl

A 2006455 7). p.26.

© [B=<oAXR] GIftER1045), p.2.

(0 DRFEE) GE6h) (EIEENS, 200841 H). p.400.

(8 A — Fz”f’ﬁhElﬁ@%ﬁdﬁ% x5 TRIEL] BE . A%
V—U XL, 560 ., FROSYEIFIEET, 200947 A). p.9.

(9) VPEHRIMR AR ERERL] CAHRENL. 2009 42 11 A5 7 s 1)

p.177.

(10) ¥E/KY%Hm B CHREOAA ] (B mERM, 200941 A). p.979.

(11) Thid., pp.1081-1082.

(12) WEKZHm TBRARRORRR] (B mERK, 201041 H) . p.1185

(13) WEYESCE [ v Z#l (STUDIO CELLO, 2007 4£ 3 ). pp.208-209.

(14) #Ek MEWLT 2R A heEX U] GEZAL. 20014511 H) . p.8.

(15) Azuma, Hiroki. Abel, Jonathan E. and Kono, Shion, translators.
Otaku’ Japan’s Database Animals (University of Minnesota Press,
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http://www.paradisearmy.com/doujin/pasok6n.htm)(2011年5月18日

2009), p.3.

(16) HEAT [Ty offE] Bttt 2009486 ). pp.64-65.

(U7 AR (4527 02 LmaWEE o AR (PR, 2009
5 H)., p.19.

(18) EPRHEGHIZEATA % 2 s TIT— 2 [ 7 isgoiise]. CGREER:
FrRsl, 20054510 A)., p.3.

(19) Ihid., pp.2-3

0) H)IE 4527 trodmtk) (4 b BB ] 5595, 4
ESERART, 200943 H). p.73.

(21 RiEEE= &7 L I35k, p.26.

(22) [8B7=< /4% 7 /Otaku] ([FIANHFEOHFEFR www.paradise-
army.com/doujin/pasok6n.htm 20104E8 H 19 HT 7k X)

(23) [HFAIR TR 2 7 5] GEtt, 2008 4E5 1), p.24.

(24) ThHEFER TAARIZAT 2KE DA% 7 (TAERAJ & H i,
1995410 A 2 H5) (www.netcity.orjp/OTAKU/okada/library/single/
AERA htmD(2010 48 H 19 HT 7 & %)

(25) Ditto.

26) [Mrk T2 7 BliE S (TAERA] & FFmitt, 1996 4 3
H 25 H73) (www.netcity.orjp/OTAKU/okada/library/single/
AERAhtmD(2010 428 /1 19 H7 27 £ A)

(27) Ditto.

28) =F U X - NTG—)V SRR A5 7 - P R=71 ] (IHHEFEH,
200045 A), p.8.

(29) JihiER T2 27 AU 4] (A#EB P4 2006 48 1), p.230.

(30) ERfEE— - WAL [4% 75 V] (BIHRR. 2007 424 H) . p.126.

(31) Ditto.

(32) Galbraith, Patrick W.  The Otaku Encyclopedia (Tokyo: Kodansha
International, 2009), p.171.

(33) Thid., p.173.

(34) Garcia, Héctor. A Geek in Japan. (Tuttle Publishing, 2010), p.S6.
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http://www.netcity.or.jp/OTAKU/okada/library/single/
http://www.netcity.or.jp/OTAKU/okada/library/single/

(35) Ditto.

(36) Levi, Antonia, McHarry, Mark and Dru Pagliassotti, editors. Boys’
Love Manga. McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2010), p.260.
@D WA/ X =2 - TV —F [£9 LTHIERETIRA TV AARD

#5100 ABC /7Y w7, 201041 H). pp.226-227.

(38) Soanes, Catherine and Stevenson, Angus, editors. Concise Oxford
English Dictionary. (Oxford University Press, 2004. Eleven
edition), p.1013

(39) Stevenson, Angus, editor. Oxford Dicitonary of English. (Oxford
University Press, 2010. Third Edition), p.1258.

(40) =AM [77 > Faho 29efnfa] (5445, 2001 48 12
H). p.1847

(41) JREE-TCDAt BARDZ &4 15 sGECRE L T4 5] (PRI,
200842 H). p.34.

(42) Ditto.

(43) Mouer, Ross. “Work culture” (Sugimoto, Yoshio, editor. 7he
Cambridge Companion to Modern Japanese Culture. Cambridge
University Press, 2009), p.123.

(44)  TRAHEEORERESR,  F572< /#% 7 /Otakul
(http:/www.paradisearmy.com/doujin/pasok6n.htm)(2011 4= 5 A 18 H
TR R)

(45) [Urban Dictionary Wapanese|
(http:/mwww.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Wapanese&defid
=84821) (20114F5 H 22 HT 7k X)

(6) THART =A « = A7 7 ]| % EWT D505 WAPANESE |

(http://d. hatena.ne.jp/ceena/20050910/1126368387)
(201145 H 22 HT 7 &%)
N MROKFESE « A7V KE—T AV, AFV A, A=A |
FZUT AFTHE TR
(http:/engslang blogspot.com/2010/04/wapanese.html)
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http://d.hatena.ne.jp/ceena/20050910/1126368387

(201145 H 22 BT 7 & %)

(48) The Online Slang Dictionary Wapanese]
(http://onlineslangdictionary.com/meaning-of/wapanese)
(201145 A 22 HT7 7 & A)

(49) Wiktionary wapanese] (http:/en.wiktionary.org/wiki/wapanese)

(201145 A 22 H7 7 & %)

(50) weblio FEFIFI#  wapanese]

(http://ejje.weblio.jp/content/Wapanese)(2011 45 A 22 H7 7 & A)
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