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The term decadence (with a lower-case“d”) has, for centuries, implied a
“falling away” from a standard of artistic and moral excellence (the meaning
adopted by Victorian Establishment critics). However, in late 19th-century
France and Britain, Decadence (as capitalized by recent critics) implies a
new aesthetic vision with its own integrity. It had its origins in France in
the 1830s, when writers, reacting to Romanticism, transformed the pejorative
meanings of decadence (as used to characterize declining civilizations of the

past) into a starting term of positive value.
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