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Ocar Wilde is well known as a wit and as the author of dazzling
society comedies and the controversial novel The Picture of Dorian
Gray (1891). However, what is less well known is that Wilde spent
much of his life working as a journalist. His work began appearing
in the peridoical press as early as 1876 with the publication of some
of his poems in the Irish Monthly and The Month and Catholic
Review. He worked full-time as a journalist between 1885 and
1890. During these years, Wilde produced more than seventy

reviews for the Pall Mall Gazette alone. ‘!’
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Wilde’s career in journalism came about as the result of a series of

failures and fortuitous coincidences. ‘2’
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