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His manner and appearance were triumphant. ... all London was soon
to rush to see his plays. He was rich, he was great, he was handsome,

he was loaded with happiness and honours. ‘4’

His gesture, his look triumphed. His success was so certain that it
seemed that it preceded Wilde and that all he needed do was go forward
to meet it. His books astonished, charmed. His plays were to be the
talk of London. He was rich; he was tall; he was handsome; laden with

good fortune and honors. ‘%’
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THE autumn of the year of the great Paris Exhibition I passed in

Paris in order to explore its wonders at my leisure. (7’
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CHAPTER 1
Personality of Wilde—Ancestry—the Aesthetic Period—Estimate of
the Poet by Mr. Labouche—Dr.Max Nordau’s criticism—Imaginary

and real interviews in Punch—Personal habits—The Poet in Paris

CHAPTER 2

Conversation in Paris — French writer’s impressions — Henri de
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Residence in Dieppe—Last days in Paris Jewish author’s impressions
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the Poet died
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Constance Wilde—Attitude of Wilde towards his Wife—House in Tite
Street—Recollections of Willy Wilde and Gus Moore—Friendship of
Poet for Charles Conder—Kindness of Leonard Smithers to Wilde;

their last days in Paris
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The original edition of this collection of personal “impressions”
of Wilde is difficult to locate. Ingleby intended to fill in the gaps
left by Sherard’s biography of Wilde, relying on personal accounts by
lesser-known friends such as Charles Conder and Leonard Smithers.
Unfortunately, none of Ingleby’s material is documented, so much of
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.. the two great turning-points of my life were when my father sent

me to Oxford; and when society sent me to prison. ' %’
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