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Published: On 23 Februray 1905, Methuen & Co. issued this letter
in book form, drastically cut by Robert Ross to less than half the
length of the original MS. With all references to Douglas, including
the salution “Dear Bosie,”removed. Before the English edition
appeared, an authorized translation in German by Dr. Max
Meyerfeld had been published serially in Berlin in Die Neue
Rundschau, (Jan.-Feb.1905), which contained more of the original

text than the English version.



In 1913 further material from the original MS. of De Profundis

was added in a limited edition published in New York. In 1949,
Vyvyan Holland published Ross’s typed copy, erroneously describing
it as the “first complete and accurate version.” Finally, Hart-Davis’s
1962 edition of Wilde’s letters contained a reliable transcription of
De Profundis from the original autograph MS. in the British

Museum.
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... the very basis of his (Christ’s) nature was the same as that of the

nature of the artist
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De Profundis

All this took place in the early part of November of the year before

last. A great river of life flows between you and a date so distant.



Hardly, if at all, can you see across so wide a waste. But to me it
seems to have occurred, | will not say yesterday, but today. suffering
is one long moment. We cannot divide it by seasons. We can only

record its moods, and chronicle their return.
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De Profundis
My nature is seeking a fresh mode of self-realisation. That is all I am
concerned with. And the first thing that | have got to do is to free my-

self from any possible bitterness of feeling against.
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